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WASHINGTON, D C--Rep Kika de la Garza announced Tuesday that
the marketing assistance program of the National Marine Fisheries Service will
be substantially expanded to assist the Gulf Coast shrimp industry.
The Congressman said the Office of Management and Budget has
notified him that it will apportion a million dollars in surplus funds available
under the Saltonstall-Kennedy Act to encourage and assist fishing industry
associations in the design of better organized efforts to carry out marketing and
distribution programs. An additional million dollars will be expended by the
U S Department of Commerce for this purpose over the next two years.
The action by OMB followed an appeal by Rep de la Garza and others
to President Ford for assistance to the shrimp industry.
"The nationwide advertising and shrimp promotion program sponsored
by Texas, Florida and the Gulf of Mexico under the auspices of the National
Fisheries Institute is off to a good start," the Congressman said. "But this is
only a drop in the bucket toward meeting the promotion needs of the Gulf Shrimp
industry."
Rep de la Garza said he will continue to give attention to other
problems facing the industry.
"The entire shrimp industry of the nation is for the most part
centered in the Gulf," he said. "This is where the need lies and I will do
everything within my power to help meet that need."
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